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Part of a PhD project
• This work is part of a PhD project on “Interdisciplinary information exchange between actants in design and 

renovation projects”

• This paper examines how design intent and design rationale are handled in the Danish AEC industry (what 
and why)
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Design intent and design rationale

?
Digital Building Logbook?

Digital Building twin?

Digital ………?



Interviews

5 persons with different background from different companies of 
different size were interviewed



Selected statements from interviews

• Respondent 2 explained that design decisions made in the early design phases, are often altered 
in later design phases, only to be changed back to the original design.

• Respondent 3 explained that sometimes a design is changed, only to be changed back again by
another person because the latter did not understand the reason for the first change.

• Respondents explain that issues related to details, e.g. specific components may be 
communicated via notes in BIM models or just email messages.

• Regular meetings, with oral discussion of design solutions between project participants were 
described as essential by respondents 3 and 4

• Respondent 1 revealed that design intent and change-requests are normally based on hand 
written post-it notes, or notes in separate documents

• Current processes of exchanging information rely heavily on oral communication and email 
correspondence stored separately from BIM models



Results



Thank you ☺


